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th
 Thursdays 

Degree Work – As scheduled 

        

Visit www.opmasons.org 

 
Greetings Brethren, 
 
 It has been a busy year and our lodge is quite active in degree work and in 
becoming a more active participant in our Overland Park Community.  I am very 
pleased to state that attendance at our stated meetings has been running over 20 
brothers.  Our brothers are also working hard to learn our degree  work.  At our last 
3

rd
 degree we had brothers participating who had not performed degree work before.  

They did quite well and enjoyed themselves.  This next meeting (April 20) is Officer 
Move-up night and all appear very much up to the task. 
 
 I am very pleased to announce that W:. Mark Kramsky, Master in 2016, has 
been awarded the Master’s Achievement Award by the Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of 
Kansas  in recognition of superior achievement as Master of his lodge.  Great work 
W:. Mark!  We are very proud of you. 
 
 Please go to www.opmasons.org and check the lodge calendar for the stated 
meetings, degree work and the many events coming this summer.  Also, watch us on 
Facebook.  We have purchased new shirts showing we are masons and members of 
the Overland Park Lodge.  Watch for us representing our lodge at various community 
events around Overland Park this summer.  We will be participating in the Overland 
Park Fall Festival Parade along with the young ladies from Job’s Daughters.  Two 
elementary schools have  requested our CHIP’s program. 
 
 At our April 6

th
 stated meeting, our Lodge voted to consolidate with Olathe  

Lodge #19 and be the surviving lodge.  Grand Lodge is currently working out the 
process of consolidation. 
 
 The Kansas Masonic Foundation continues to become even more beneficial 
in helping us in our lodge and it’s community outreach efforts.  Here is a very brief 
description of what we are talking about: 
 

1. Matching funds ($1,000) for Charitable works. 
2. Cancer screening programs. 
3. Scholarships, Band Camp, Exemplary teacher and student awards . 
4. 4-year program to assist poor destitute brother masons and widows. 
5. Kansas Youth Masonic Entrepreneurship challenge. 
6. Masonic pride communities of excellence in cooperation with K-State. 
7. Masonic adult speech, language and hearing services with Ft. Hays State. 
8. Masonic literacy center with Emporia State. 
9. Masonic Military affairs with K-State. 

  
 Our lodge is already active in some of these programs and plans to pursue 
them all.  If you see a program that interests you, please come to our stated meetings 
or personally contact one of our members and see how you can become involved.   
Brothers come to Masonry to find a purpose in life and find fulfillment.  Working on 
one of these programs will be a great place to start 
 
Fraternally Yours, 
 
Brian Hancock, 2017 Master 
O P Lodge #436 
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th

 ANNIVERSARY! 

 The year 1717 is the dividing line between the old Freemasonry and 

the new;  between a Craft which was slowly expiring and one which began to 

grow with new vitality;  between the last lingering remains of Operative 

Masonry and a Craft wholly Speculative. 

 In 1717, four Lodges in London met and feasted at the Goose and 

Gridiron Ale House on June 24
th

, St. John the Baptist’s Day.  There and then 

was organized and established the first Grand Lodge of Masons, which was 

known as the Grand Lodge of England.  Anthony Sayer, “gentleman,” was 

elected first Grand Master.  In 1730 the Grand Lodge of Ireland was 

organized; and in 1736, the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

 The “Old Charges” is a term descriptive of the manuscript documents 

upon which the early historical treatises of Freemasonry are based.  In 1723, 

the Rev. James Anderson, active in the Revival of 1717, published the 

Ancient Constitutions of Free Masons.  It was reprinted in America (1734) by 

Benjamin Franklin of Philadelphia. They played an essential role in the 

destiny of our Fraternity as we know it today. 

   In our perspective today, a Grand Lodge is as much a necessary part 

of the existing order of things as a State or Federal Government. 

 Finally, the Grand Lodge of England eliminated the ancient charge 

which read, in part, “to be true to God and Holy Church” and substituted the 

ancient charge as we know it today.  This founded modern Speculative 

Masonry on the rock of non-sectarianism and the brotherhood of all men who 

believe in a common Father regardless of His name, His church, or the way in 

which He is worshiped and became a fundamental of the Craft. 

 

 

Note:  This information, as well as the following article regarding “Declaration 

of Principles” is taken from the Eighth Edition of the ‘Indiana Monitor and 

Freemason’s Guide’ dated 1959. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The cowan, known in 

some old documents as 

a ‘couan,’ is the most 

misunderstood of all the 

individuals mentioned in 

the masonic ritual. 

Actually there are two 

cowans:  the real one, 

the old Scots operative; 

and the lay figure known 

to the speculative 

mason.  They have but 

one thing in common, 

their place outside the 

fraternity. 

Judging from old records 

cowans were operatives 

who were permitted to 

do much of the less 

skilled work of the 

regular mason, who was 

left free for tasks of a 

higher order. 

It has often been said 

that a cowan is “a 

mason without the 

word,’   So, if you didn’t 

have the “word”, you 

didn’t get the work! 

There were grades of 

cowans, but not always 

so called.  When the 

cowan was a mason 

who had been irregularly 

apprenticed, he was in 

some districts called a 

‘lose’.  Loses were not 

allowed to know “the 

privilege of the 

compass, square, level 

and plumbrule”. 

DECLARATION OF 

PRINCIPLES: 

 Freemasonry is a charitable, benevolent, educational, and 

religious society.  Its principles are proclaimed as widely as men will 

hear.  Its only secrets are in its methods of recognition and of 

symbolic instruction. 

 It is charitable in that it is not organized for profit and none of 

its income inures to the benefit of any individual, but all is devoted to 

the promotion of the welfare and happiness of mankind. 

 It is benevolent in that it teaches and exemplifies altruism as 

a duty. 

 It is educational in that it teaches by prescribed ceremonials 

a system of morality and brotherhood based upon the Sacred Law.   

 It is religious in that it teaches monotheism, and Volume of 

the Sacred Law is open upon its altars whenever a Lodge is in 

session…yet it is not sectarian or theological.   

 It is a social organization only so far as it furnishes additional 

inducement that men may foregather in numbers, thereby providing 

more material for its primary work of education, or worship, and of 

charity. 

 It believes that the attainment of these objectives is best 

accomplished by laying a broad basis of principle upon which men of 

every race, country, sect, and opinion may unite. 
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Masonic 

Education 

Improve your 

Masonic Education 

by joining us on the 

second and fourth 

Thursdays of every 

month at 7:30 pm.  

You will improve 

yourself in 

knowledge and gain 

ceremonial 

proficiency. 

Upcoming 

Events 

 

 

May 18:  Second 

Quarter Masonic 

Birthdays celebrated 

with dinner at 6:30 

 

 

Follow the calendar 

for quarterly “family” 

dinners and dinners 

at the “Other Place” 

before many Stated 

Meetings.  These are 

excellent 

opportunities to 

introduce possible 

Candidates to who 

we are and what we 

do. 

 

 

 

 

The Landmarks of the Order 

 

When you received the “Charge” of the third degree, you were told to 

“keep sacred the Landmarks of the Order”.  Many do not know what the 

charges Landmarks are.  Following is a short synopsis. 

 

1. Modes of recognition. 

2. The division of symbolic masonry into three degrees. 

3. The legend of the 3
rd

 degree constituting “the very essence and 

identity of masonry. 

4. Government of the Fraternity by an elected Grand Master. 

5. Through 8.   The perogatives of the Grand Master (a) to preside 

over every assembly of the Craft, (b) to grant dispensations for 

conferring degres at irregular times and (c) for opening and 

holding lodges, and (d) to make masons at sight. 

 9. The necessity for masons to congregate in lodges 

 10. The govt of a lodge by a Master and two Wardens 

 11. The necessity that every lodge be duly tiled 

 12. – 14. The right of every mason to (a) be represented in all 

 general meetings of the Craft; (b) to appeal from a lodge decision 

 to Grand Lodge; (c) to visit every regular lodge. 

 15. No unknown visitor to enter a lodge without examination. 

 16. No Lodge to interfere with the business of another lodge nor 

 give degrees to Brethren who are members of another lodge.  

 17. Every mason to be amenable to the laws and regulations of 

 the masonic jurisdiction in which he resides. 

 18. A Candidate to be a man… 

 19. Belief in the existence of God as the G.A.O.T.U  

 20. Belief in the resurrection to a future life. 

 21. The Book of the Law to have a place in every lodge. 

 22. The equality of all masons. 

 23. Secrecy. 

 24. The foundation of a speculative science upon an operative art, 

 and the symbolic use and explanation of the terms of that art, for 

 the purpose of religious or moral teaching. 

 25. The crowning landmark is that these landmarks can never be 

 changed. 

 

These Landmarks were quoted by Albert G. Mackey the original author of 

An Encyclopaedia of Fremasonry (1858). 

 

It is interesting that the last time someone was “infamously” made a 

Mason at Sight, was President Taft. It is my understanding that this is no 

longer done. 
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The Freemasons of Overland Park Lodge are a group of Men belonging to a greater Fraternity, or 

Sacred Band of Friends and Brothers, who are united in the prospect of making good men better, 

practicing charity, walking and acting with just honor before God and Man and working toward that 

eternal goal of uniting all mankind in a single Brotherhood under the perfect Fatherhood of the 

Great Architect of the Universe through Truth, Compassion and Brotherly Love. 
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: 

www.opmasons.org and click on Contact Us.  

 

Making Good Men Better! 

 

 

Check us out on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.opmasons.org 

******************************************************************* 

HALLIWELL MANUSCRIPT 
 

 Also known as the Regius Poem, this, the oldest known manuscript of Operative 

Masonry dates to 1390.  Although over 600 years old, this document shows that it was 

customary for these masons to organize themselves into a band or society called a Lodge.  

Such organizations were also known as Craft Guilds, or Fellowships of Operative Masons.  

They were governed by a Master and two Wardens along with the assistance of two other 

officers equivalent to a Secretary and Treasurer. 

 

 These early Lodges conducted regular meetings; received and accepted new 

members by mystic rites, ceremonies, and initiation; arranged and classified the members 

into groups and laid the broad and general foundation upon which a Masonic Lodge is 

erected today.  They bound their members by solemn vows and severe penalties were 

inflicted for violations. 

 

 With the Reformation, the Gothic style of architecture began to lose favor. largely 

because of this, the Craft Guilds also began a corresponding period of decline.  “Cowans” 

increased in spite of all regulations and efforts to the contrary.  The Masters gradually lost 

their exclusive powers, and toward the end of the 17
th

 century the building monopolies and 

close Corporations of the Freemason’ Lodges had seen their day. 
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