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A Word from the East 
    FAREWELL 

 

 Hello To all my Masonic Brothers!  As we approach the holidays, 

my year in the East draws to a close.  It has been quite an experience 

and I wish to thank you all for the honor of serving as Master of this 

Lodge. 

 I would like to thank my officers for their service this year.  

Mark, you were an outstanding Senior Warden.  I know that your past 

leadership experience and your dedication to the fraternity will surely 

be exemplified in your role as Master.  Brian, you stepped into the role 

mid-year and did a wonderful job as Junior Warden.  Ken, thank you 

for filling a needed role and serving prior to Brian.  Frank, thank you 

for your outstanding, continued service.  I would have been lost without 

you.  Phill, your first year as treasurer was great.  Thank you Gary, 

Frank and Daniel.  Thank you for all that you did this year and good 

luck to you in your new roles this coming year.  Fred Ahlemann, thank 

you for serving as Junior Deacon.  I appreciate all of your help and 

knowledge.  Without your help we would not have been able to do what 

we did this year. 

 Lastly, thank you to the small army of Past Masters and faithful 

Brothers who showed up every week to provide their time and 

experience to ensure that we not only gained in membership, but also in 

knowledge.  Without your help, we would not have been able to do what 

we did this year. 

 To those Brothers who have not had the opportunity to serve in 

the line, let me tell you that it is not an easy task.  It calls for arriving 

early, staying late, planning, calling, writing and e-mailing.  It calls for 

taking time from work and from family to support the Lodge and the 

Brethren.  Please keep this in mind when you step into the Lodge and sit 

down to enjoy a wonderful dinner or take your seat on the sidelines.  

Much work has gone into that meal and that meeting.   

 Consider doing more for the Lodge.  Volunteer for an 

investigating committee.  Help prepare or serve a meal.  Present some 

Masonic Education at an upcoming meeting.  Call a Brother who hasn’t 

been to Lodge for a while and offer them a ride.  Call ten Brothers who 

haven’t been to Lodge in a while and ask them to come.  Be more than 

just a sideliner and watch how we will grow! 

 It truly has been great to serve as Master of this Lodge for 2015.  

I look forward to the future of the Lodge under the leadership of Mark 

and his Officers. 

 

 Fraternally yours, 

W:. Jason Daniels, Master 
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MASONIC BIRTHDAYS HONORED 

 

It is not often that a Lodge gets one 65 year pin presented.  This 

year we had two.  Several of the honorees and our Lodge 

Officers are pictured below. 

  

Brothers Howard Demott and Ken Peck were present and 

received their 65 year pins.  W:. Phill Smith was also present 

and received his 25 year pin. 

 

Other Brothers also honored were; 

 Floyd Coakley 60 years 

 Bruce Musgrave 50 years 

 Lee Craig   50 years 

 Marion Butts  50 years 

 Steven Lemon 25 years 

 Marty Morse  25 years 

 Pat Emmett  25 years  

 

R:.W:. Lynn Beyer presented the pins to the attendees.  It was 

an honor to have R:.W:. Lynn there.  As many of you know, he 

will become the Most Worshipful Lynn Beyer this spring at 

Grand Lodge.  This celebration was an open meeting so families 

were welcome. 

 

R:. W:. Lynn Beyer informed us that on Friday, March 19
th

, the 

Capital Building in Topeka will be rededicated after 150 years.  

It was initially dedicated by Masons. 

 

Brother Bob Dole will be present and is bringing pressure to 

bear on the Governor and other state and local dignitaries to 

attend.  He would like to see several thousand Masons there to 

show support for the order and this honor. 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

A FORGOTTEN HOLIDAY! 

“Whence came you?” 

“From the Lodge of the Holy 

Saints John…” 

Since the early days of Free- 

masonry, our beloved Craft has 

had two patron saints:  St. John 

the Baptist and St. John the 

Evangelist.  The feast day of St. 

John the Baptist is June 24
th

.  

The feast day of St. John the 

Beloved is Dec. 27
th

.  It is 

interesting that the Grand 

Lodge of Pennsylvania and the 

Grand Lodge of Scotland have 

only one patron, the Evangelist! 

 

 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE 

PAST MASTERS GONE? 

In late 1956 O.P. Lodge #436 

had 661 members!  Today we 

have approx. 285.  Also from a 

Lodge room full of Brothers in 

the 1950’s and 1960’s with a 

line of Brethren waiting to start 

in the chairs and move into the 

East – to the Lodge room today, 

with more empty chairs on the 

sidelines than filled with 

members and officers chairs all 

too often not filled – the Lodge 

room can look a little anemic. 

Help us look a little less anemic!  

Come and fill the chairs and 

bring some Brothers with you! 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW that our 

Lodge used to be the Overland 

Park Baptist church? 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW that our 

Lodge was chartered in 1923?  

We are not yet 100 years old. 
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Overland Park Lodge #436 was honored to be chosen as the site of 
the Area 1 combined meeting this fall. 
 
Thirty five Brethren from N.E. Kansas met at our Lodge on 
Saturday, November 14 at noon for a wonderful catered meal paid 
for by the Kansas Masonic Foundation. 
 
R:.W:. Jamie Carwell hosted the meeting and addressed us with his 
concerns regarding “Communication”.   
 
Robert A. Shively, Exec. Director of the Ks Masonic Foundation 
showed us fact and figures of our slow demise in Kansas.  We 
must reverse our direction or cease to exist in a few years. 
 
R:.W:. Michael J. Tavares, President of the Bd. Of Trustees of KMF 
followed and emphasized our need to increase our membership. 
 
R:.W:. Vernon J. Clark, Senior Grand Lecturer, spoke to us 
regarding the importance of Excellence in our Ritualistic Work.  
Lack of precision and accuracy causes some of our older Brothers, 
who know we can do better, have a tendency to fade and lag in 
their attendance. 
 
We are assured there will be six new programs initiated in 2016 
under the leadership of R:.W:. Lynn Beyer (who will then be M:.W:.) 

to help in this important endeavor. 

 

 

Masonic 

Education 

Improve your 

Masonic Education 

by joining us on the 

second and fourth 

Thursdays of the 

month.  You will 

improve yourself in 

knowledge and gain 

ceremonial 

proficiency. 

 

 

 

Upcoming 

Events 

Dec. 3 

Election of Officers 

for 2016.  Oyster and 

veg. soup dinner at 

6:30 

 

Dec. 5 

Installation of 

Officers for 2016. 

 

www.Opmasons.org 

Check the Calendar 

for upcoming special 

events including 

Initiations, Passings 

and Raisings.  
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Email:  

www.opmasons.org  

click on Contact Us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                          

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Freemasons of Overland Park Lodge are a group of Men belonging to a greater Fraternity, or 

Sacred Band of Friends and Brothers, who are united in the prospect of making good men better, 

practicing charity, walking and acting with just honor before God and Man and working toward that 

eternal goal of uniting all mankind in a single Brotherhood under the perfect Fatherhood of the 

Great Architect of the Universe through Truth, Compassion and Brotherly Love. 
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www.opmasons.org and click on Contact Us.  

 

Making Good Men Better! 

 

 

Check us out on the Web! 

See us at: 

WWW.OPMASONS.ORG 

******************************************************************* 

 

 

Oft have I seen at some cathedral door 

 A laborer, pausing in the dust and heat, 

 Lay down his burden, and with reverent fear 

 Enter, and cross himself, and on the floor 

Kneel to repeat his paternoster o’er; 

 Far off the noises of the world retreat; 

 The loud vociferations of the street 

 Become an indistinguishable roar. 

So, as I enter here from day to day, 

 And leave my burden at this minster gate, 

 Kneeling in prayer, and not ashamed to pray, 

The tumult of the time disconsolate 

 It inarticulate murmurs dies away, 

 While eternal ages watch and wait. 

 

  HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW 
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