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A Word from the East 
 

The Test 

Author Unknown 

 

Several years ago, the story is told of a Mason who always wore his 

Masonic ring and lapel pin when in public. 

On some occasions, he rode the bus from his home to the downtown 

area. 

On one such trip, when he sat down, he discovered the driver had 

accidentally given him a quarter too much change. 

As he considered what to do, he thought to himself, "You'd better give 

the quarter back. It would be wrong to keep it." 

Then he thought, "Oh, forget it, it's only a quarter; who would worry 

about this little amount. 

Anyway, the transit company gets too much fare; they will never miss it. 

Accept it as a 'gift from God' and keep quiet." 

When his stop came, he paused momentarily at the door, then he 

handed the quarter to the driver and said, "Here, you gave me too 

much change." 

The driver with a smile replied, " I noticed your Masonic ring and lapel 

pin. 

I have been thinking lately about asking a Mason how to join. I just 

wanted to see what you would do if I gave you too much change. 

You passed the test. 

Can you tell me how to become a Mason?" 

When the Mason stepped off the bus, he said a silent prayer, "Oh God, 

Great Architect of the Universe, I almost sold you and my beloved 

Masons out for a mere quarter." 

Our actions are the only Masonic creed some will ever see. 

This is a really almost scary example of how people watch us as Masons 

and may put us to the test even without us realizing it! 

Always be diligent, whether it be at the theater, restaurant, grocery, 

service station or just driving in traffic. 

Remember, whether it be a lapel pin, a ring, or an emblem on the car, 

you carry the name of our great fraternity on your shoulders whenever 

you call yourself a Mason. 

You never can tell who might be watching! 

 

 Fraternally yours, 

W:. Jason Daniels, Master 

 

 

 

 

http://www.opmasons.org/


  

OUR BOLIVIAN GUEST ON JUNE 18th 

 

We had the pleasure of welcoming Jose Diego Calvimontes 

to our Lodge on June 18
th

.  He is pictured above with R:.W:. 

Doug Jessup. 

 

Jose Diego greeted us from the Lodge of Caballeros de San 

Juan located in Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 

 

We were interested in learning how Bolivian Masons sit in 

Lodge and deliver their various signs which are quite 

different from ours here in the USA. 

 

We have witnessed differences in customs that have been  

demonstrated to us by Puerto Rican guests, British, etc. 

One of the big differences is that there is a meal before every 

meeting and attendance is mandatory. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

A FORGOTTEN HOLIDAY! 

“Whence came you?” 

“From the Lodge of the Holy 

Saints John…” 

Since the early days of Free- 

masonry, our beloved Craft has 

had two patron saints:  St. John 

the Baptist and St. John the 

Evangelist.  The feast day of St. 

John the Baptist is June 24
th

.  

The feast day of St. John the 

Beloved is Dec. 27
th

.  It is 

interesting that the Grand 

Lodge of Pennsylvania and the 

Grand Lodge of Scotland have 

only one patron, the Evangelist! 

 

 

GOLD IN THEM THAR 

WORDS! 

There is no connection between 

Masonry and the yellow metal.  

Words can have more than one 

meaning.  Gold is an example.  

There are words buried in our 

Masonic ritual that we need to 

dig up.  Listen to the 

ceremonies and Lectures as 

they are presented.  Almost 

every time you hear them they 

will shed new light on their 

meanings!  In the first degree 

the Candidate is told to “follow 

your guide and fear no 

danger”.  A Candidate can 

trust a Brother to not lead him 

into danger, nor allow him to 

stray from the path that leads 

to light, or fail to finally stand 

before the world as a just and 

upright man and Mason.  What 

other ideas have you found 

buried there? 

 

DID YOU KNOW that our 

Lodge used to be the Overland 

Park Baptist church? 

 

DID YOU KNOW that our 

Lodge was chartered in 1923?  

We are not yet 100 years old. 
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 During a recent discussion among a few Past 
Masters and two R:.W:. Brothers, the subject arose about 
the duties and obligations all Brothers have to the Craft 
and to each other. 
 At your initiation as a Fellow Craft, you were taught 
that the wages of a Fellow Craft are corn, wine and oil 
emblematic of peace, health and plenty.  
 We go about our lives with little thought to the fact 
that in our Fellow Craft and Master Mason degrees we 
said “I will accept and obey all due signs and 
summonses sent me…if within the length of my cable 
tow”.  Do you realize that stated meetings are de facto 
summonses?  In many Countries you are commanded to 
be present at stated meetings if you are with a reasonable 
traveling distance of the Lodge (within the length of your 
cable tow).  In the first degree we are told:  “Although 
your frequent appearance at our regular meetings is 
earnestly solicited, yet it is not meant that Masonry 
should interfere with your necessary vocations, for these 
are on no account to be neglected”. 
 One way to earn your wages is to help “poor, 
destitute Brother Master Masons, their widows and 
orphans…”  You can earn your wages by giving of your 
time, volunteering at our Fall Festival.  This is our only 
fund raising effort of the year. Mark your calendar for 
September 26th and be there!  Give privately to the worthy 
causes you hold regard highly.   
 Another way to earn your wages is by helping “good 
men become better” by assisting new Brothers with their 
Masonic Lectures and by answering their questions. 
 Peace we receive by following the precepts 
inculcated in our several Masonic Ceremonies and 
Lectures. 
 Health we maintain by “subduing our passions”. 
 Plenty is provided by our Creator as we Peaacefully 
and Healthily pursue our “necessary vocations”. 
 
Fred Ahlemann, Past Master, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WAGES OF A FELLOW CRAFT 

 

 

Masonic 

Education 

Improve your 

Masonic Education 

by joining us on the 

second and fourth 

Thursdays of the 

month.  You will 

improve yourself in 

knowledge and gain 

ceremonial 

proficiency. 

 

Upcoming 

Events 

September 3
rd 

, 

Third Qtr Masonic 

Bdays, 6:30 dinner 

 

Sept. 19
th

 10 til 2 pm 

Lodge clean up! 

 

Sept. 26
th

 

Fall Festival and 

Cancer Screening 

 

Dec. 3 

Election of Officers 

for 2016.  Oyster and 

veg. soup dinner at 

6:30 

 

www.Opmasons.org 

Check the Calendar 

for upcoming special 

events including 

Initiations, Passings 

and Raisings.  

 

 

http://www.opmasons.org/


Overland Park Lodge #436 

8109 Overland Park Drive 

Overland Park, KS 66204 

 

Address Service Requested                

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email:  

www.opmasons.org  

click on Contact Us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                          

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Freemasons of Overland Park Lodge are a group of Men belonging to a greater Fraternity, or 

Sacred Band of Friends and Brothers, who are united in the prospect of making good men better, 

practicing charity, walking and acting with just honor before God and Man and working toward that 

eternal goal of uniting all mankind in a single Brotherhood under the perfect Fatherhood of the 

Great Architect of the Universe through Truth, Compassion and Brotherly Love. 

Overland Park Masonic Lodge #436 

Non-Profit Organization 
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: 

www.opmasons.org and click on Contact Us.  

 

Making Good Men Better! 

 

 

Check us out on the Web! 

See us at: 

WWW.OPMASONS.ORG 

******************************************************************* 

FREE CANCER SCREENINGS 

Invite everyone you know to come to our free 

Cancer Screening event to be held at the Lodge on 

Saturday, Sept. 26 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

This is a service sponsored by the Kansas Masonic 

Foundation and is held at a limited number of 

Lodges each year. 

Services included are Skin Cancer Screenings, 

Bone Density Screenings, Prostate Screenings & 

Breast Cancer Education. 

Call 913-219-8309 for more information.  Event will 

be held at 8109 Overland Park Drive at the Lodge. 

http://www.opmasons.org/
http://www.opmasons.org/
http://www.opmasons.org/

