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Greetings Brethren, 

 

 It’s hard to believe that my year as Master is near its end.  It seems that just 

when I’m getting a handle on running the lodge it is time to move over for the next 

Master.  But, from what I’m told, that is not uncommon.  Get ready Brian! 

 The Master of the lodge is to help guide the brethren within the lodge.  But it 

also takes support from the other brethren.  We need each other for new ideas and 

inspiration. 

 Every Mason has qualities that we learn from one another (especially from 

Past Masters) and hopefully these experiences and lessons are passed on to the future 

WM.  Being a Master is a learning experience, and just as in masonic education, we 

are continually learning our craft while gaining experience through our travels and 

our experiences.   

 Although not all of my goals were met, yet we did have fun and some 

improvements were made to the lodge.  We have added two more “B” card holders.  

We now have four in total.  Hopefully we can soon add more. 

 Thanks to Kevin Hughes, we now have a new Lodge pin, an improved social 

media web site, and our own personal app for our smart phones.  Thank you, Kevin, 

for you time and efforts in these additions that bring our lodge up to speed with our 

craft and modern technology. 

 After seeing the Grand Master’s Bible during his visit we decided to purchase 

a new one for our altar.  I think the previous Bible was at least 20 years old.  Speaking 

of Bibles, this year we started presenting our newest master masons with their own 

Bible when the completed their third degree.  I was told that W:. Jay Meyers did this 

when he was Master of the Lodge.  Some traditions are good to bring back. 

 I did not have as many family fellowship dinners as I would have liked, but 

those we did have seemed to have been enjoyed by everyone who came. 

 I would like to thank all the Past Masters for helping me with all the questions 

that I had, and for the suggestions they offered.  I feel that our Past Masters are a very 

important part of the foundation of this lodge.  It will be an honor to stand with them 

in giving guidance for future Master Masons. 

 I would also like to thank Brian Hancock for being my right hand man.  

Brian, I hope that I’ve prepared you to move to the East.  I’m sure you will do a fine 

job.  If you have questions, always feel free to ask me and all the Past Masters. 

 Frank Kneaves (my left hand man) has been our secretary for 29 years.  I’m 

grateful for his trust and experience in the operation of the lodge. 

 Thanks to W:. Roger Claxton for his role as JW, as well as to W:. Phill Smith 

who replaced him, when Roger had to resign after his grandson was injured.  A hearty 

thank you to all the other officers who assisted me in running the lodge. 

 Last, I would like to thank everyone in the lodge who supported me during 

my year in office.  It has been an honor and a privilege to be your master for 2016. 

 

Fraternally Yours, 

 

Mark  Kramsky, 

Master O P Lodge #436 
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JEFF ATHERLY INSPIRATION AWARD 

To Elliot Huels 

 

 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

“Traveling Man” 

For many years, the term 

“traveling man” was 

applied when someone saw 

you wearing a masonic pin.  

You might have been 

addressed as:  “I see you 

are a traveling man”. 

The right place to look for 

this term may not be in 

England, Scotland or 

Ireland (the homeland of 

our speculative masonry) 

but in France. 

France has preserved an 

organization similar to Free 

masonry called the 

“Compagnonnage”.  The 

French title of those who 

belong to it is  

“Compagnons du Tour de 

France”. 

Today the “Tour de France” 

is a famous bicycle race, 

but the race was named for 

a much older institution, a 

“Tour de France” associat-

ed with stonemasons in the 

middle ages. 

When a journeyman 

stonemason (a Fellow 

Craft, as we would call 

him) wanted to become a 

Master Mason he would 

leave home and go “on 

tour”.  This “Tour de 

France” would take him to 

many towns around the 

country where he would 

work for different Master 

Stonemasons and prove his 

skill.  When he arrived at a 

new site he would prove 

himself by  “words and 

signs” which he had 

learned as an apprentice. 

 Each year our lodge sponsors a young student to attend 

the annual All-State Masonic Band Camp held during the week of 

the Kansas Shrine Bowl.  In 2016 we sponsored Elliot Huels from 

S.M. South High School.  

 These students spend long days of grueling practice and 

learning new music, choreography and meeting new friends.  

Through 12 plus hours a day one young man stood out as a leader 

and motivator of his fellow students.  He encouraged them, 

picked them up and cheered them on. 

 For his actions and attitude Elliot Huels was chosen for 

this award.  Elliot is a “Patient Ambassador” for the St. Louis 

Shriners Hospitals for Children and also plays guitar.  Elliot 

received a check for $1,000 in appreciation for being a true friend 

and inspiration to all those around him. 

MASONIC FUNERALS 

 
 We honor Master Masons with a “Masonic 

Funeral” when requested by the family to do so.  Most 

Master Masons are advised to place their white leather 

aprons in the dresser drawer beneath their underwear.  

This makes it easier for the family to find or for us to 

tell them where to search. 

 We want to respect our departed brothers and 

give them the honor that is due.  To assure this is done, 

we ask you to send a letter to the Lodge in care of our 

Secretary,  Frank Kneaves, advising us of your wishes. 

 Your instructions will be followed when your 

family advises us of a place and time to receive your 

honors. 
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Masonic 

Education 

Improve your 

Masonic Education 

by joining us on the 

second and fourth 

Thursdays of each  

month at 7:30 pm.  

You will improve 

yourself in 

knowledge and gain 

ceremonial 

proficiency. 

Upcoming 

Events 

November 19th 

2 pm Lodge 

Thanksgiving 

family dinner 

Dec 1, 6:30 pm 

Oyster & Veg. soup 

dinner.  Election  

of 2017 Officers at 

7:30 meeting 

Dec 3, 2 pm 

Installation of 

Officers for 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check the Calendar 

for upcoming special 

events including 

Initiations, Passings 

and Raisings.  

 

 

MASONIC TRADITIONS  

OR 

TEMPLAR SYMBOLS? 

 

 Many of the words, symbols and practices of modern day Masons 

have no basis in English or Celtic traditions.  Many things we 

traditionally think of as having risen from Operative Masonry did not do 

so. 

 It is not widely known in the USA that French was the language 

used at court in England from the Norman Conquest of 1066 until 1362.  

Although the Templars had been wiped out in France after 1307, they 

were little affected in either England or Scotland where many had fled 

from the oppression in France.  As a result, they brought their traditions 

with them that eventually took root in Masonry. 

 Although Masonry, as we know it today, was not formally 

established in England until June 24, 1717, it had been growing since the 

mid 17
th

 century.  Several Freemasons formed as “Invisible College” on 

Nov. 28, 1660 at Gresham College near Oxford.  These were men who 

were Freemasons but not Operative Masons.  Sir Christopher Wren was 

appointed Professor of Astronomy in 1661 at Oxford.  He became one of 

their number.  These men met separately for 50 years as  a Freemasons 

group all the while retaining their membership in the traditional Lodges. 

Most, but not all, of these men were included in the 1717 organization and 

were incorporated into Traditional Freemasonry.  As it is looked back on, 

the changes in Masonry were almost a “coup d’etat” when viewed from 

the standpoint of traditional Operative Masonic Lodges. 

 Following are some of the distinct differences between the 

Operative Masons and our present customs.   

 Hiram Abiff is spoken of as a real person.  We read in the Bible of 

Hiram of Tyre, the widow’s son.  But where does the Abiff come from?  

H.A. or H.A.B. originated from Medieval French.  A “biffer” was one 

who “struck out or eliminated”.  Ergo, “Hiram a biffe” was Hiram who 

was struck or eliminated. 

 As for our Tyler, Stonemasons had no such tradition.  Tyler is 

from medieval French “tailleur” meaning “the one who cuts”.  A tailer is 

a cloth cutter, coming from the same word. 

 The white leather apron was worn by the Knights Templars who 

wore them even while bathing to show their pledge of chastity.  No 

stonemason wore a white leather apron. 

 White gloves date back to 1686 when newly admitted brothers 

presented white gloves as gifts to the Freemasons they were joining.  

White gloves were worn by the green robed Knights Templar clerics who 

were to keep their hands clean at all times for when they touched God 

(the host) during holy communion. 

 The Star of David (the six pointed star formed by opposing 

triangles) when dispossessed of its’ two horizontal lines forms a “square 

and compass”.  This identified masons to one another in their travels. 

 For more interesting information about Masonry read “Sworn to 

Secret” by Sanford Holst. 
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www.opmasons.org and click on Contact Us.  

 

Making Good Men Better! 

 

 

Check us out on the Web! 

See us at: 

WWW.OPMASONS.ORG 

******************************************************************* 

  

  

 While recently reading “Sworn In Secret” by Sanford Holst, I 

found mention of the two Templar knights on a single horse.  He stated 

that the only time they would have been on one horse was when 

returning from battle where one of the knights’ horses had been lost.  

The nearest knight was obliged by honor to fly to the aid of his 

brother, no matter the cost.  That was the symbol of the Templars.  To 

them it embodied their pride, honor and lifelong bonds of 

brotherhood. 

 

 The Templar Rule and culture seems to have so strongly 

permeated every aspect of their life that it imbued each white robed 

knight, green robed cleric and brown-clad serving man with this 

indelible sense of brotherhood.  Among the Templars, the punishment 

for failing to live up to those standards was swift and clear. 
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