
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The Observer – The Official 

Publication of Overland Park  

Lodge #436 A.F. & A.M. 

 

 OFFICERS 

W:. Mark Kramsky 

 Worshipful Master 

 913-764-7223 

  

W:. Frank Kneaves, Sec. 

 8824 Kessler 

 Overland Park, KS 66212 

 

Brian Hancock  S.W. 

W:. Phill Smith  J.W. 

W:. Ken Mickey Treas. 

W:. Charles Frost S.D. 

Daniel Helm  J.D. 

Callan Martin  S.S. 

Marty Mondock  J.S. 

Duane Marshall  Chaplain 

Gary Long  Tyler 

 

 TRUSTEES 

W:. Brian Weese 

W:. Fred Kemp 

W:. Jason Daniels 

 

 TRESTLE BOARD 

Stated Meetings 7:30 pm 

1
st
 & 3

rd
 Thursdays 

Study Club  7:30 pm 

2
nd

 and 4
th
 Thursdays 

Degree Work – As scheduled 

        

Visit www.opmasons.org 

 

Greetings Brethren, 

 

 As most of you know, the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Kansas , 

M:.W:. Lyn Beyer, visited out lodge in July and presented the Ritualist Award to R:. 

W:. Doug Jessup and W:. Fred Ahlemann.  This award is for the completion of the 

certification formerly known as the “B Card”.  Other “B Card” holders in our lodge 

are W:. Ray Keighley and W:. Dick Yoakum.  These brothers have attainted 

proficiency in work lectures of all three degrees.   

  

 Having these brothers with this proficiency provides us with the “tools” to 

train other brothers from within our lodge.  If you desire to participate in future 

degree work or become more proficient, contact one of these “brothers who will be as 

ready to give, as you will be to receive, information.”  In this way, our lodge can 

continue to have the degree work furnished from within our lodge. 

  

 September 15 will be our annual “Rusty Nail” night.  For those who have not 

attended lodge recently, this is the night to get a refresher course on basic masonic 

rituals, pass words and tokens.  Bring brothers from other lodges!  Just make sure 

they have their dues cards with them.  Put the word out so we can have a good turnout 

and have some fun at the same time. 

  

 It was brought to my attention that our lodge has not received the “Master’s 

Achievement Award” for several years.  Reviewing the necessary points to receive this 

award, we are within reach of this award.  Once the required points are totaled, the 

Kansas Grand Lodge will reward the Master with the highest points in Kansas, a 

stipend of $500.00 to be used to benefit the lodge.  One of the requirements is to attend 

another lodge by one officer and two members of our lodge.   I encourage my brethren 

to attend one other lodge with me for the next three months.  Attending the 

Leadership Academy in November will also help.  

  

 Congratulations to Dick Yoakum on receiving the “Diamond Award” from 

the Kansas Masonic Foundation.  It was presented by Robert A. Shively, Exec. 

Director of the KMF for Dick’s contributions to the “C Club”. 

   

 R:.W:. Kevin Hughes has been doing a fantastic job of improving the 

www.opmasons.org  web site and our facebook page.  Masonic history and facts have 

been added to make for more interesting topics for the site visitors. 

  

 And last, we had to make a few changes in the officer positions.  We thank 

those brothers who had to vacate their positions for family.  As we all know, family 

comes first in our lodge.  The lodge now has all officer positions filled.  My thanks to 

the brethren who filled the open positions during our transitional time. 

 

Fraternally Yours, 

 

Mark  Kramsky, 

Master O P Lodge #436 
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“RITUALIST” AWARD  

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

The Honeybee as a Symbol 

of Virtuous Masonic 

Industry and Ethics: 

Most of the “Symbols” in 

masonry are architectural 

working tools. E.g.: Level, 

Plumb, Square, Gavel, etc. 

The Beehive doesn’t fit the 

category of an 

architectural working tool – 

yet it has a prominent 

place in Masonic allegory 

and symbolism. 

The Beehive was, among 

the ancient Egyptians, the 

symbol of an obedient 

people.  Of all the insects, 

the image of bees buzzing 

around a beehive was seen 

as the sign of “regulated 

behavior, when 

congregated in their hive.”   

Freemasonry likewise 

adopted the Beehive as a 

symbol of industry.  Master 

Masons work so that they 

“may receive their wages, 

the better to support 

themselves and family, and 

contribute to the relief of a 

worthy distressed Brother 

Master Mason, their 

widows and orphans”. 

In former times, large 

Masonic Halls were built to 

accommodate the conferral 

of Degrees, etc.  It was 

known as the “hub of 

activity” quite similar to 

the “Beehive” 

 

 M:.W:. Lyn Beyer, Grand Master of the Most Worshipful 

Lodge of A.F. & A.M. of Kansas recently attended one of our 

meetings.  He presented the “Ritualist” award to R:.W:. Doug 

Jessup and W:. Fred Ahlemann. 

 He was also kind enough to present his “gold” coins to 

both of these individuals and the master, W:. Mark Kramsky. 

 His message to the Lodge was received with gratitude and 

appreciation. 

 The Ritualist award is the new name for the “B Card”. 

 

Dick Yoakum 

was recently 

awarded a 

Plaque for his 

contributions to 

the “C” Club, by 

Robert A. 

Shively, Exec. 

Director of  the 

KMF.  This was 

the  “Diamond” 

award. 

 The Kansas Masonic Foundation is the Instrument of the 

Grand Lodge of Kansas that is used for Masonic Outreach to the 

community.  You each received a “Building Kansas” brochure 

outlining the last 50 years of giving and pointing to the next five years.  

 If you do not now belong, I urge you to enroll as a “C” club 

member.  You will have your name placed on a plaque in the Lodge.  
This is the way that we have been able to present Scholarships, etc. 
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Masonic 

Education 

Improve your 

Masonic Education 

by joining us on the 

second and fourth 

Thursdays of each  

month at 7:30 pm.  

You will improve 

yourself in 

knowledge and gain 

ceremonial 

proficiency. 

Upcoming 

Events 

“Rusty Nail”  

Will be held at the 

Lodge on Sept. 15th 

at 7:30 pm.  Dinner 

at 6:30pm.  Invite 

all who seldom 

attend meetings! 

 

October 4th & 5th 

Leadership 

Academy for 

Kansas Masons 

November 17th 

Fourth Qtr. 

Masonic Birthday 

dinner at 6 pm 

 

Check the Calendar 

for upcoming special 

events including 

Initiations, Passings 

and Raisings.  

 

 

 

  

 One of the most rewarding things that we Masons can 

do is to contribute to the education of our youth.   

 

 This year, we were able to present five $1,000 

scholarships to individuals attending Kansas colleges.  We are 

able to do this through your gifts that support the “Kansas 

Masonic Foundation”. 

 

 Three of the recipients were able to attend a dinner and 

presentation.  Ms. Jorden Stofer, her parents and 

grandfather, were in attendance.  Both her father and 

grandfather are members of our Lodge.  Also in attendance 

were Jordan Winter and his father, and Katherine Allison 

and her father.  Others, not present, were Braden Zotinca and 

John Ochsner. 

 

 If you have a candidate for the 2017 scholarships keep 

an eye open for future announcements about deadlines for 

applications. 



Overland Park Lodge #436 

8109 Overland Park Drive 

Overland Park, KS 66204 
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Email:  

www.opmasons.org  

click on Contact Us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                          

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Freemasons of Overland Park Lodge are a group of Men belonging to a greater Fraternity, or 

Sacred Band of Friends and Brothers, who are united in the prospect of making good men better, 

practicing charity, walking and acting with just honor before God and Man and working toward that 

eternal goal of uniting all mankind in a single Brotherhood under the perfect Fatherhood of the 

Great Architect of the Universe through Truth, Compassion and Brotherly Love. 

Overland Park Masonic Lodge #436 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 227 

Kansas City, Mo. 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
: 

www.opmasons.org and click on Contact Us.  

 

Making Good Men Better! 

 

 

Check us out on the Web! 

See us at: 

WWW.OPMASONS.ORG 

******************************************************************* 

 A few times during the past years, the Grand Lodge of Kansas 

has held one day conferral classes for both the Second and Third 

Degrees of Masonry. 

  On Saturday, June 25
th

, such a conferral session was held in 

Wichita at the “Scottish Rite” building.  All the ceremonial work was 

done by present and past Grand Lodge Officers.  It was a Ceremonial 

event with majesty and gravitas.   

 This was a daylong session with Second Degree work in the 

morning, lunch, then the Third Degree was conferred in the afternoon.  

 Robert Kuhn of O.P. Lodge #436 was raised to the sublime 

degree of a Master Mason.  Fred Ahlemann served as his Mentor. 

 One day sessions are usually attended by Entered Apprentices 

who are constantly travelling and find it hard to attend ceremonial 

work at the lodge during the week.  Others are from Lodges where 

there is inadequate ceremonial knowledge or personnel to confer the 

advanced degrees.  This session was designed for those from western 

Kansas.  Another will be held in Topeka in October. 
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