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 TRESTLE BOARD 

Stated Meetings 7:30 pm 

1
st
 & 3

rd
 Thursdays 

Study Club  7:30 pm 

2
nd

 and 4
th
 Thursdays 

Degree Work – As scheduled 

        

Visit www.opmasons.org 

 

Greetings Brethren, 
  

It has been just a little over a month since installation, and the Lodge has raised two Master 

Masons and two Fellow Crafts.  Thanks to all who were involved to make this happen. 

  

Just recently, someone asked me, what do the Masons do?  What do they do for the community?  

I’m a little shocked at times when people don’t know who we are and what we do.  But, as we all 

know, it goes beyond that.  Unfortunately, there are some Masons who don’t know some of these 

answers.  Yes, we all know that Masonry is one of the world’s oldest fraternities and it has many 

fine appendant organizations that came from the Blue Lodge.  Since I have become more 

involved these past years, I’ve learned about the Kansas Masonic Foundation.  This is my key 

point when explaining what Masons do for the community.  Now I tell people that we contribute 

to the community by providing free cancer screenings, scholarships for H.S. students, exemplary 

teacher and student programs.  Examples are the Grand Lodge Essay Contest and the 

Marching Band camp.  I feel that with these programs and with proper exposure, not only can 

we educate the public, but it could bring in new members.  If we are to educate the public we 

must first educate ourselves.  If you have questions, ask  Past Masters.  If they don’t give you an 

answer, I’m sure they will find the answer for you. 

  

Keeping traditions is like a blueprint or trestle board.  It’s what keeps our organization 

structured and strong by followings its designs.  It is important that we attend regular meetings 

and study club, not only for degree work and ceremonies, but also to keep our Lodge strong and 

set an example to our new and visiting brethren.  Our Lodge needs to be more “in house” or 

self-sufficient when it comes to degree work.  Although we did get through the degree work, we 

did have to go outside our Lodge to get the work completed.  We need to add to the list of 

available lecturers and role players for the future of this Lodge so as to rely less on the same 

brothers to perform the same roles over and over (even though they don’t mind).  We have run 

into situations where our own lecturer is not available and we have to contact other lodges for 

assistance.  In talking with Past Masters, this Lodge in the past was not known for this.  If we 

could, let us set a goal of assigning at least two brothers for each lecturer’s position that are 

required for degree work.  This can be remedied by regular attendance at Stated Meetings and 

regular attendance at Study Clubs.  Contact our Study Club Committee members for help and 

direction in what is needed. 

  

To get more exposure to the public, I propose that we not only have just one, but three to four 

cancer screening clinics along with the CHIPs program this year.  Not only will this give us 

publicity, but the KMF will pay us for each cancer clinic we operate.  This will benefit us by 

both educating the public and helping us get new members.  So we must volunteer some of our 

time to these programs.  One time a year at the Fall Festival is not enough. 

  

Lastly, I would like to have monthly dinners with our families.  This would show that we 

appreciate the support from our spouses and give us greater unity within the brotherhood.  We 

don’t have to meet at the Lodge, we could meet at a different restaurant each month.  I will be 

working with our Junior Warden on planning and informing the Lodge on where and when.  

Our first dinner is planned for Saturday, February 13th at 6 pm at Cinzetti’s.  Contact me if you 

plan to attend. 

 

Fraternally Yours, 

 

Mark  Kramsky, 

Master O P Lodge #436,  2016 
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2016 

Installation of Officers for 2016 was held at the Lodge on 

Saturday, December 5, 2015.  Pictured from left to right in the 

front row: Gary Long, Tyler;  Brian Hancock, Senior Warden;  

Mark Kramsky, WM; W:. Ken Mickey, Treasurer; W:. Frank 

Kneaves, Secretary.  Back row from left to right:  Sean Orner, 

Jr. Steward;  Duane Marshall, Chaplain; W:. Charles Frost, Sr. 

Deacon;  Daniel Helm, Jr. Deacon; Callan Martin, Sr. Steward.  

Not shown, W:. Roger Claxton, Jr. Warden. 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Whence came the Due 

Guard? 

It is a symbol of obligation;  

a reminder by him who 

uses it to all who see him 

do so that he remembers 

his promises.  Masonic 

authorities are not in 

complete agreement as to 

the derivation of the words, 

although they unite as to 

what the words signify.  

Mackey thinks the word 

means “to duly guard 

against.”  Lesser  

authorities are convinced 

the phrase has a French 

derivation coming from 

“Dieu Garde” – God guard 

(me or you). 

 

 

Why is a Master addressed 

as “Worshipful? 

Few Masonic matters are 

less understood by the non-

Masonic public than this.  

The word “worchyppe” or 

“worchyp” is Old English, 

and means “greatly 

respected.”  In the Wycliffe 

Bible, “Honor thy father 

and thy mother” appears as 

“Worchyp thy fadir and thy 

modir. 

“Worshipful” therefore in 

modern Masonry continues 

an ancient word meaning 

“greatly respected.”  A 

Grand Master is “Most 

Worshipful,” that is, “Most 

Greatly Respected.” 

FOUNDATIONS 

 This morning I spent some time on facebook and some sites for masonic education and 

thought “I will say, there sure are a lot of schooled and scholarly people with a lot to say on the subject 

of Masonry”  but you’re in luck…that isn’t me.  Some days I feel like Moses talking to the Lord.  “But 
I am slow of speech and tongue.”  The Lord responded with, “Go for it, what do you have to lose?”  

My reply is, “Have we met?”  All kidding aside, I got to thinking about the degrees and the amount of 

knowledge ou there.  Yeah, it can be a bit overwhelming. 
 I’d like to share my thoughts in a quick, down and dirty kind of way that will get my ideas 

out there.  Do you remember how you felt when you first put your foot on the path of Masonry?  Not 

when you went through your first degree, but when you first contacted the Lodge and received your 
petition?  I was on pins and needles waiting to receive mine in the mail.  When it came, I saw the 

square and compasses and was filled with a sense of wonder about it all.  ( You know the History  

Channel does a lot to build up the “Secret Society” image that we have, right?) 
 After I turned in my petition, I had a visit by Worshipful Ken Mickey and Worshipful 

Charlesw Frost.  I was so nervous.  What if I said the wrong thing?  What if I did not make a good 

impression and was not accepted?  I mean, good grief, these guys know everything anyway, they are 

already Masons. 

 In time I was contacted and went to my Blue Lodge to receive the First Degree.  That night I 

got my first glimpse into the world of Masonry.  My first degree felt like coming home…part of that 
was due to my personal spiritual practice.  There are a lot of similarities between the two groups, and as 

such they share bits and pieces of rituals. 

 After the ritual work was over and I was placed in the Northeast corner, I gained more 
insight.  Oh sure, there are two more degrees, titles from Master Mason:  This, That and the Other 

Worshipful.  There are more degrees in Masonic Appendant Bodies all the way to being called a Noble 

as a Shriner. 
 That night, though, I was called Brother.  To me there is no higher degree or title anyone 

could have given me. 

 It was then that I became a foundation stone just as you did at your first degree.  I learned 
by reading on a site that the corner stone was set first and in the Northeast corner of the newly made 

building.  With that, the fraternity rests on my shoulders – but not mine alone.  When I look at all the 

members of Masonry, I see that we all share the burden (though it really is not a burden), because no 
matter what degree or title we have received or been given, we are all still Entered Apprentices. 

 Please do not think I am taking away from our Fellow Crafts, Masters or Past Masters 

because that is not my intention whatsoever.  They have worked hard and deserve the respect they have 
earned.  I am saying sometimes it is easy to get caught up in life and other areas of the Fraternity and 

we forget that feeling of awe when we were first made a Brother. 

 Take a moment and think back to that date.  Think about what you felt and take that fire, 
because you are our foundation.  Without you we can not build and grow. 

 Grand Architect of the Universe, thank you for another day that we may reach out to our 
communities, families and Brothers and build a stronger temple for the Brotherhood of man. 

Contributed by: Brother Duane Marshall, Chaplain. 
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MASONIC EDUCATION COMMITTEE: 
 Doug Jessup, Kevin Hughes, Fred Ahlemann 
FINANCE COMMITTEE: 
 Fred Ahlemann, Jay Myers, Dick Yoakum 
CHARITY COMMITTEE: 
 Mark Kramsky, Brian Hancock, Roger Claxton 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMMITTEE: 
 Brian Hancock, Kevin Hughes, Mark Kramsky 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: 
 Doug Jessup, Ken Mickey, Charles Frost 
MASONIC FOUNDATION COMMITTEE: 
 Dick Yoakum, Frank Kneaves 
MASONIC HOME COMMITTEE: 
 Daniel Helm, Charles Frost, Mark Kramsky   
SICKNESS AND DISTRESS COMMITTEE: 
 Jay Myers, Frank Kneaves, Phill Smith 
MASONIC WIDOWS COMMITTEE: 
 Roger Claxton, Ken Mickey, Dick Yoakum  
SOCIAL COMMITTEE: 
 Roger Claxton, Ken Mickey, Kevin Hughes, Gary Long 
STUDY CLUB AND COACHING: 
 Doug Jessup, Kevin Hughes, Fred Ahlemann 
TOTAL YOUTH COMMITTEE: 
 Kevin Hughes, Duane Marshall 
INTERNET COMMITTEE: 
 Kevin Hughes, Brian Weese, Jason Daniels 
CHIPS COMMITTEE: 
 Frank Shell, Fred kemp, Fred Ahlemann 
RECYCLING COMMITTEE: 
 Phill Smith, Duane Marshall 
OBSERVER COMMITTEE: 
 Fred Ahlemann, Jason Daniels 

 

   

  MEMORIAL TRUST FUND 

  

 One of the first responsibilities of the newly installed Worshipful Master is to 

name a person to serve for the next six years as a Trustee of the Memorial Trust Fund”.   

W:. Dick Yoakum was so honored this year. 

 The other five Trustees are:  Dave Miller (V.P.), Jay Myers, Fred Ahlemann 

(Sec/Treas), Frank Kneaves,  Fred Kemp (Pres.).  Each year one member’s 

appointment expires and another is named to help maintain the integrity of the Fund. 

 The Memorial Trust Fund was established in 1982 with the help of W:. Jay 

Myers, the only surviving board member of the original founding group.  Several 

departed Brothers have left stocks and money to the Lodge in their wills.  Many more 

have given money to the MTF which is directed to invest only in high grade securities 

or trusted mutual funds. 

 Contributions of $100 or more are recognized with a name plate on the plaques 

in the lobby of the Lodge and are to be mentioned in the Observer.  This year we 

received $100 from Alice & Mel Hawk in memory of Alvin C. Calderwood, and $100 

from the family of Michael Wilson as memorial gift. 

 The existence of this fund is why your annual dues are so low.  In 2014 our 

return on investment was about 5%.  This year we have realized almost no return due 

to changes in the market.    

 Please consider adding a codicil to your “will” to assure the future security of 

Overland Park Masonic Lodge  #436. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Masonic 

Education 

Improve your 

Masonic Education 

by joining us on the 

second and fourth 

Thursdays of each  

month at 7:30 pm.  

You will improve 

yourself in 

knowledge and gain 

ceremonial 

proficiency. 

 

 

Upcoming 

Events 

 

Feb 13:  Couples 

Valentines Dinner at 

Cinzettis, 6 pm. 

Feb 18:  1
st

 Qtr 

Masonic Birthday 

Dinner at 6 pm. 

May 19:  2
nd

 Qtr 

Masonic Birthday 

Dinner at 6 pm. 

 

 

 

Check the Calendar 

for upcoming special 

events including 

Initiations, Passings 

and Raisings.  

 

 



Overland Park Lodge #436 

8109 Overland Park Drive 

Overland Park, KS 66204 
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Email:  

www.opmasons.org  

click on Contact Us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                          

 

   

 

 

 

 

The Freemasons of Overland Park Lodge are a group of Men belonging to a greater Fraternity, or 

Sacred Band of Friends and Brothers, who are united in the prospect of making good men better, 

practicing charity, walking and acting with just honor before God and Man and working toward that 

eternal goal of uniting all mankind in a single Brotherhood under the perfect Fatherhood of the 

Great Architect of the Universe through Truth, Compassion and Brotherly Love. 

Overland Park Masonic Lodge #436 

Non-Profit Organization 
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: 

www.opmasons.org and click on Contact Us.  

 

Making Good Men Better! 

 

 

Check us out on the Web! 

See us at: 

WWW.OPMASONS.ORG 

******************************************************************* 

100 YEARS AGO 

 

February 16, 1916 Annual Communication 

 

The Sixtieth annual communication was held in Representative Hall, Topeka. 

A charter was granted to Wilmore Lodge No. 412. 

 

The Council of Administration told of “long struggles” on plans for the new Grand Lodge 

building.  All proposals were rejected and it was voted to continue the study and report at 

the next annual communication.  The Special Building committee recommended an 

assessment of $1.00 per member for the next two years to finance the building and 

furnishings. 

 

The Masonic Home report showed the per capita cost of the home for the year was 

$201.50. 

 

Arthur Capper delivered the oration on the subject “Masonry and Democracy.” 

An appropriation of $500 to the George Washington Memorial Association was 

authorized. 

 

Giles G. Lamb of Yates Center was elected Grand Master. 

 

The year closed with 412 chartered lodges and 44,062 members. 
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